




Church Weekly 3 2023 March

12345678901234567890123456789012123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345678
12345678901234567890123456789012123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345678
12345678901234567890123456789012123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345678
12345678901234567890123456789012123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345678
12345678901234567890123456789012123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345678
12345678901234567890123456789012123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345678
12345678901234567890123456789012123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345678

Cu e°Øn¬

5

Fellowship News

apJ-samgn _P‰pw P\-ßfpw

70 years ago Meditations on the face of Jesus

The Face of Agony Fr. Laurence S. Jackson

I¬]Shp-Iƒ- ̨  27 em_ms‚ ̀ h-\-Øn¬ bmt°m-_v Fr. Johny George Cor-Episcopa

bph-temIw ˛ 87 hyXy-kvX-Xsb Dƒs°m-≈p-∂-XmWv

bYm¿∞ ]T\w Fr. Dr. Thomson Roby

{]hm-NI-∑m¿ ̨  23 sNdnb {]hm-N-I≥˛ aoJm Prof. Mathew Koshy

IhnXmtemIw {Iqinse tbip Dr. T. John George

Kingdom of God - 20 Peter's declaration of faith and

keys of the kingdom Dr. T. Jacob John, Vellore

Life Style Turn to Jesus! Dr. Annie David

View Point Secularism in India Prof. Dr. C.J. Varghese

Christian Vision - 54 Kindness and Fellow Feeling Prof. Dr. T. V. Thomas

Gleanings Took, gave thanks, broke, and gave... Elizabeth Mathai

Kaleidoscope Under the Shadow of Thy Wings Dr. Mercy Abraham

Annual Report Alwaye Fellowship House (Continued) Secretary

Last Page Why Do The Innocent Suffer? M.G. Kuruvilla

4

7

15

31

11

23

27

29

25

17

19

13

35

al-ZvhN\w

33



Church Weekly 4 2023 March

Fellowship News

MID-LENT MEDITATION

As in the earlier years, mid-lent meditation is arranged at 5 PM on Saturday, 11th March

2023 at the M. Thommen Hall. Rev. Dr. Jacob Thomas, retired Professor of the Union Biblical

Seminary, Pune will be leading the session. All residents and friends of the Fellowship House

are cordially invited.

EASTER-EVE PRAYER

Special Prayer Meeting is arranged at 5 PM on Saturday, 8th April, 2023 at the M. Thommen

Hall. Rev. Biju K. George, Vicar, Marthoma Church, Kalamassery will lead the session. The

devotional music session will be led by Sri. Jacob Chirayil. All residents and friends of the

Fellowship House are cordially invited.

{]nb hmb-\-°m-cpsS {i≤bv°v

Cu kmº-ØnI h¿jw Ah-km-\n-°p-
I-bm-sW∂v Adn-bm-a-t√m. Zb-hmbn F{X
bpw thKw hcn-kwJy Ab®p X∂m¬
D]-Im-c-am-bn-cp-∂p. \nßƒ \¬In-h-cp∂
]n¥p -Wbv°pw kl-I-c -W-Øn\pw
{]tXyIw \μn Adn-bn-°p-∂p.

(h-cn-kwJy \nc-°p-Iƒ: t]Pv-˛2)

Dr. Philip Thomas (76)

Alummoottil Puthukkeril

Mavelipuram, Kakkanad

Ernakulam

DOD: 23.02.2023

(Resident of Chacko Homes,

Alwaye Fellowship House)

Bh-iy-ap≠v

Bephm s^tem-jn∏v lukn¬ Xma-
kn®v Chn-SsØ ASp-°f tPmen-bn¬
klm-bn-°p∂Xn-\mbn 50 hb- n¬ Xmsg
{]mb-ap≈ Hcp kv{Xosb Bh-iy-ap-≠v.
]mNIw Adn-hp≈ Bfm-bn-cn-°-Ww.

Xm¬]-cy-ap-≈-h-¿ _‘-s∏-SpI:

{io. sI.H. Gen-bmkv ˛ 9446718234,
tkmbm APn a¿t°mkv ˛ 9142111992

To our beloved readers

As you know, the financial year 2022-

23 is coming to a close and all accounts

are to be finalized. Please send your

subscriptions at the earliest. We thank

you all for your valuable co-operation

and support.

(Subscription rates on page-2)
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apJsamgn

kmº-Øn-I-h¿j-Øns‚ Ah-km-\-]m-Z-Øn¬, AXm-bXv P\p-hcn apX¬ am¿®v hsc-bp≈
\memw Izm¿´-dn¬, P\w _P-‰n-\mbn ImØn-cn-°p-∂p ˛ tI{μ-X-e-Ønepw kwÿm-\-X-e-
Ønepw. km‚m-t¢m-kn-s\-t∏mse IS-∂p-h∂v B\p-Iq-ey-ß-fpsS s]cp-ag sNmcn™v PnwKnƒ
s_¬kv ]mSn \sΩ B\-μ-\rØw sNøn-°p∂ Hcp _P-‰n-\p-th≠n ImØn-cn-°p∂ \mw
tI{μ˛-kw-ÿm\ _P-‰p-Iƒ h∂p-I-gn-bp-tºmƒ "CSn-sh-´n-b-hs\ ]mºp-I-Sn®' Ahÿ-bn-
emIpw! KpW-tZm-j-ßƒ hnth-Nn-°msX cmjv{So-b-Im-c-W-ßƒ ap≥\n¿Øn {]Xn-]£w _P-
‰p-Isf "P\-t{Zm-l-]cw' F∂p ]d-™n-cp-∂p-sh-¶n¬ C∂v s]mXp-P\w ]d-bmsX ]d-bp-
∂Xpw AXp-X-s∂. BtcmSpw ]d-™n´p Imcy-an√ F∂ Dƒt_m[wsIm≠v P\w \n w-K-
cmbpw \n»-_vZ-cmbpw Ccn-°p-∂p-sh∂p am{Xw!

`mcXw kzX-{¥-am-b-Xn-\p-ti-j-ap≈ BZy-h¿j-ß-fn¬ ]©-h-’-c-]-≤Xn Fs∂m-∂p-
≠m-bn-cp-∂p. sXc-s™-Sp-°-s∏-Sp∂ k¿°m¿ km[m-c-W-K-Xn-bn¬ A©p- h¿jw `cn-°p-
sa∂ [mc-W-bn¬ A©p -h¿j-tØ-°p≈ hnime ImgvN-∏m-tSmsS hnI-k-\-]-≤-Xn-Iƒ
Xøm-dm-°p-∂-Xn-\mWv ]©-h-’c ]≤-Xn- F∂p ]d-™n-cp-∂-Xv. AXv A©p- h¿j-tØ-
°p≈ kmº-ØnI\b{]Jym-]\w Xs∂ Bbn-cp-∂p. AXns‚ shfn-®-Øn¬ hy‡n-Iƒ°pw
ÿm]-\-ßƒ°pw XßfpsS kmº-ØnI Xocp-am\ßƒ FSp-°m\pw Ign-™n-cp-∂p. F∂m-
en-∂v, A∂-∂sØ A∏Øn\p≈ X´n-°q´p _P-‰p-I-fmWv ImWp-∂-Xv. ka¿∞-amb {]Xn-
]m-Z-\-Øn-eqsS kmam-\y-P-\sØ I_-fn-∏n-°m-\p≈ D]-I-c-W-ambn _P-‰v A[x-]-Xn-°p-
∂Xv icn-b-√.

Hcp-Zm-l-c-Ww, BZm-b-\n-Ip-Xn-\n-b-a-Øn¬ Nne ]pXnb \nc-°p-Iƒ henb ]cn-jvIm-c-
sa∂ \ne-bn¬ sIm≠p-h-∂n-´p-≠v. \mfn-Xp-hsc \mw ]c-am-h[n ]Ww {]tXyI \nt£-]-
ß-fn¬ CS-W-sa∂pw AXn\v BZm-b-\n-IpXn Hgnhp e`n-°p-sa∂pw ]d™ncp∂p. AXp
hniz-kn®v Xß-fpsS kºm-Zy-ßƒ \nt£-]n® P\-ßsf Hcp Hgnhpw \¬ImsX h©n-°m-
\p≈ D]m-[n-bmWv ]pXnb \nc-°p-Iƒ. \nßsf Bcpw \n¿_-‘n-°p-∂n√ thW-sa-¶n¬
FSp-Øm¬ aXn, F∂p-ds° ]d-bp-tºmgpw ASpØ c≠p- h¿j-Øn-\p-≈n¬ CX-Sn-t®¬∏n-
°p-hm-\p≈ ASn-Ø-d-bm-Wn-Sp-∂-sX∂v \n w-ibw ]d-bmw.

as‰mcp P\-t{Zm-l-\-S-]-Sn-bmWv Pn.-F-kv.-Sn. F∂-dn-b-s∏-Sp∂ Nc-°p-tk-h\ \nIp-Xn.
a‰p-≈-h-cpsS {]Xy-£tam ]tcm-£tam Bb kl-I-c-W-tØmsS sNøp∂ F√m Imcy-
ßƒ°pw, Hcp tkh-\hpw sNømsX t\m°n-\n¬°p∂ k¿°m¿ _e-ambn ]nSn-®p-hm-ßp∂
t\m°p-Iq-en-bmWv "tkh\ \nIpXn'. CXv IqSp-X¬ IqSp-X¬ cwK-ß-fn-te°v hym]n-∏n®v
hcp-am\w Iq´p-hm≥ Atlm-cm{Xw ]co-£Ww \S-Øp∂ DtZym-K-ÿ-∑m¿ Ah¿ sNøp∂
P\-t{Zmlw Fs¥-∂-dn-bp-∂n√; ]t£ dn´-b¿ sNbvXv ]pd-Øp-h∂v km[m-c-W-P-\-Øns‚
a≤y-Øn¬ Pohn-°p-tºmƒ Ah-cn¬ Iptd-t∏-sc-¶nepw s]≥j≥ XpI sI´n-∏n-Sn®v Pohn-X-
s®e-hn-s\-°p-dn®p hne-]n-°p∂ Imew hnZq-c-a-√. \ΩpsS ta¬ a\x-km-£n-bn-√msX `mc-
ßƒ Iq´n°q´n hbv°p∂ P\-{]-Xn-\n[nIsf CXp Imcy-ambn _m[n-°m-Ø-Xn\p ImcWw
dn´-b¿sa‚n-√mØ PohnXhpw h√-hs‚bpw sNe-hn-ep≈ kpJ-ku-I-cy-ßfpw Ah¿°p-
th-≠n-bp≈ {]tXyI s]≥j≥ ]≤-Xn-Ifpw Bbn-cn-°mw.

_P‰pw P\-ßfpw
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Cu cmPysØ \nIp-Xn-hy-h-ÿbv°v am\yX D≠m-I-W-sa-¶n¬ hcp-am\w Ipd-bp∂
hm¿≤-Iy-Im-eØv ap≥ \nIp-Xn-Zm-b-Isc kwc-£n-°p-hm-\p≈, AXm-bXv Hcp ImeØv ]ncn-
s®-Sp-Ø-Xns‚ Hcp sNdn-b-`m-K-sa-¶nepw Ah¿°p aS°n \¬Ip-hm-\p≈ t£a-]-≤-Xn-Iƒ
D≠m-I-Ww. AXn-\p≈ Nn¥-t]mepw XpS-ßn-bn-´n-√. ̀ mc-X-Øn¬ kztZ-io-b-amb \mev C≥jz-
d≥kv Iº-\n-Ifpw sse^v C≥jz-d≥kv Iº\nbpw D≈-t∏mƒØs∂ At\-I- hn-tZi
Iº-\n-Isf Iq´p-]n-Sn®v ]pXnb Iº-\n-Iƒ°p {]h¿Ø-\-ku-Icyw \¬In-bXv em`-hn-
lnXw hntZ-i-tØ°p IS-Øm≥ th≠n-bm-sW∂v hnh-c-ap-≈-h¿ ]d-bp-∂p. C≥jz-d≥kv
XpI P\-ß-fpsS hcp-am-\-Øn¬ \n∂mWv t]mIp-∂-Xv. CXn-\nsS A`n-am-\n-°m-hp∂ Hcp
{]ÿm\w D≈Xv C.-F-kv.-sF. tIm¿∏-td-j-\m-sW∂v FSp-Øp-]-d-tb-≠n-bn-cn-°p-∂p. AXn\p
Imc-Ww, Xmßm-hp∂ XpI am{Xw ssIbn¬\n∂-S-®m¬ aXn F∂p-≈-Xm-Wv.

_P-‰p-Iƒ hcp-tºmƒ \ΩpsS Ah-Im-i-ßƒ°pth-≠n-b√, k¿°m-cns‚ Imcp-Wy-
Øn-\p-th≠n AYhm `n£-bv°p-th-≠n-bmWv \mw ImØn-cn-°p-∂-Xv. BZm-b-\n-Ip-Xn-`m-c-
Øn¬ Ipd-hpt≠m F∂p am{X-amWv \mw Xnc-°p-∂-Xv. `oa≥ hyh-km-bn-Isf klm-bn-°m-
\p≈ CX-c-h-Ip-∏p-Iƒ t\m°m≥ \ap-°-dn-bn-√. IqSp-X¬ A]-ISw ]Xn-bn-cn-°p-∂Xv Ahn-
sS-bm-Wv.

\ΩpsS ]WwsIm≠p _m¶p-Iƒ hcp-am-\-ap-≠m°n [q¿Ø-Sn-°p-tºmƒ \nt£-]-
ßƒ°v Ipd-™Xv 10% ]eni Dd-∏m-°p-hm≥ k¿°m-cn\p Ignbptam? \ap°p Xcp∂ Xp—-
amb ]en-i-bn¬ \√ `mKhpw k¿Δokv Nm¿÷p-Iƒ F∂ t]cn¬ Xncn-s®Sp°p∂Xv Hgn-
hm-°p-hm≥ k¿°m¿ \S-]Sn FSp-°ptam? \ap°p e`n-°p∂ _m¶v ]en-ibv°v t{kmX-
 n¬ ]nSn-s®-Sp-°p∂ 10% BZm-b-\n-IpXn aXn-sb∂pw a‰p hcp-am-\-ßƒ tN¿Øv 30 iX-
am\w CuSm-°p-I-bn-s√∂pw \nbaw sIm≠p-h-cptam? hyh-km-bn-Iƒ Un{]o-kn-tb-j≥ (aqey-
tim -j-Ww) F∂ t]cn¬ BZmbw Ipd -®p -Im -Wn -°p -tºmƒ iº-f -°m¿°pw
s]≥j≥Im¿°pw IqSn Un{]o-kn-tb-js‚ B\p-Iqeyw \¬Ip-hm≥ k¿°m¿ I\n-bptam?
AtXm-sSm∏w ]ptcm-K-a-\-cm-jv{S-ß-fn-ep-≈-Xp-t]mse hm¿≤-Iy-Ime s]≥j≥ k¿°m-cns‚
DØ-c-hm-Zn-Ø-ambn Gs‰-Sp-°ptam? CsXmcp kz]v\-a-√. CsXms° Bh-iy-am-sW∂p hmb-
\-°m¿°p kzbw t_m≤y-an-s√-¶n¬ A\ymb \nIp-Xn-`m-c-Ønepw _m¶p-I-fpsS Nqj-W-
Ønepw \ap°p PohnXw XpS-cmw.

\√ \√ tdmUp-Iƒ, UnPn-‰¬ CS-]m-Sp-Iƒ, sat{Sm-bm-{X, saUn-°¬ ]ptcm-KXn
CsX√mw \ΩpsS ]Ww sIm≠p-≠mb t\´-ßƒ BsW∂v A`nam\w sIm≈p-tºmgpw
AXns‚ ^ew A\p-`-hn-°p-hm≥ \mw F{X-am{Xw ]Ww sNe-hm-t°-≠n-h-cp∂p F∂p-
IqSn Nn¥n-t°-≠-Xm-Wv. \ap°v sImSp-°p-∂-Xn\v Hcp ]cn-[n-bnt√? {_n´-\nse Morton's

fork F∂ kmº-ØnI XXzw Hm¿Ω-h-cp∂p ˛ ]W-°m-c≥ Xs‚ kº-Øn¬\n∂p sImSp-
°s´; Ah\v ]ns∂bpw D≠t√m! ]mh-s∏-´-h≥ D≈-Xn¬\n∂p sImSp-°s´; Ah≥
Ct∏mƒØs∂ Zcn-{Z-\m-Wt√m!!  CuPn-]vXnse ̂ dthm cmPm°∑mscbpw {]tXyIw Hm¿°p-
∂p. bn{km-tb¬P-\-Øn\v ssht°m¬ \¬Im-sX, Ah¿ Xs∂ ssht°m¬ kwL-Sn-∏n®v
CjvSnI D≠m-°n-Ø-c-W-sa∂pw FÆ-Øn¬ Ipd-hp-h-cm≥ ]mSn-s√∂pw I¬∏n® ^dthm
cmPm-°-∑m¿ !!! `mcXw kzmX{¥yw {]m]n®v h¿j-ßƒ 75 Ign-™n´pw \mw ASn-a-Ø-
Øn¬ XpS-cp∂p ˛ hntZ-in-I-fp-sS-b√; kztZ-in-I-fp-sS, \mS≥ kmbn-∏-∑m-cpsS, P\-ßsf
`£n-°m\pw aSn-bn-√mØ CZn Aao≥am-cpsS! Hm¿°mw: kXy-tah PbtX... hkp-ss[h
IpSpw-_-Iw... ]tcm-]-Im-cm¿∞w CZw ico-cw... XXz-a-kn... hbdp ]´nWnbmsW-¶nepw a\ p-
\n-d-™p. 
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Meditations on the face of Jesus

"And Jesus went forward a Iittle, and fell

on His Face, and prayed, saying: O My Father,

if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me;

nevertheless, not as I will, but as Thou wilt."

In St. Luke’s Gospel, we read: "And it came

to pass, when the days were well nigh come

that He should be received up Jesus

steadfastly set His Face to go to Jerusalem."

These words supply the key-note of the

whole of our Lord’s life. The determination

that was written upon His gracious

countenance supplies the entire motive of

His Incarnation. Always He kept steadily

before His Face the purpose for which God

His Father had sent Him into the world, and

never for a moment did He turn aside.

Now let us take a glimpse at Jesus in the

process of carrying out this design of His

Heavenly Father. We see something of the

cost of redemption, the Agony and the

Bloody sweat, which Jesus the Sinless One

endured for those whose redemption He

came to accomplish. With determination He

had set His Face l ike a f l int to go to

Jerusalem, knowing what lay before Him, and

now on the night before the Crucifixion, we

see Him in the Garden of Gethsemane,

kneeling in the shade of the olive-trees; His

Face uplifted to the skies.

Look at His Face, and see what is written

thereon. It is a face of agony, agony of the

soul. Sweat pours from Him, but it is a sweat

of blood. Words, hardly uttered, fall from His

The Face of Agony
lips and we seem to catch the murmur of

"0 My Father."

He may be in agony, but His Father is very

real to Him. His Father is with Him in His

agony, as He had been with Him at Nazareth,

as He had been with Him on His first visit to

the Holy City; when at the age of twelve He

became a ''Son of the Law," and sought to do

His Father's business, by sitting at the feet

of those who were qualified by their position

to teach Him the way of God. That Father

had never failed Him: He did not fail Him now,

and even in the greater Trial  of the

Crucifixion to follow. He would be close at

hand. So in this awful moment of the Agony

in the garden, the consciousness of his

Sonship never wavers.

How intense that agony was, Humanity

wil l  never be able to comprehend its

measure. It lies hidden in the Heart of God.

But we do know that it had something to do

with mankind. It was part of the cost of

redemption, even as the Temptation and the

other trials and hardships of the Lord's Life

were. It was not the physical shrinking of

death, for that would be to make Him inferior

to many sons of men who have met death

unflinchingly. It was not the shame of His

approaching execution, for that were to

make Him inferior to the two male-factors

who afterwards died at His side: one of

whom, at any rate, was above complaining

of the undoubted disgrace of his cross.

70 years ago

Fr. Laurence S. Jackson

Church Weekly

1951 April 1
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There was but one thing which could

cause such agony to the Son of Man, and that

was Sin, with all its dreadful consequences.

Sin is so unspeakably evil, and so awful that

it struck down the Son of God Himself.

Hitherto Jesus had beheld the consequences

of sin in others. He had been an onlooker. He

had seen suffering, and evil and hatred and

death in the lives of others. And His sensitive

soul had recoiled from it. Sin could make of

a friend and disciple, a liar and betrayer, and

that had caused Him bitter grief. But never

before had Evil approached so close to Him

as it did now as he knelt in the shade of the

peaceful garden. To see deceit and envy and

pride "coming out of the heart" of man, had

been terrible indeed. But to have all the evil

in the world poured out upon Himself: that

indeed was a new thing, and it cast Him into

an agony.

St. Mark uses the words: "He began to be

sore amazed" and they give a real picture.

Sore amazement took possession of the soul

of Jesus Christ, when He realised that He

himself who knew no sin, was to be made

"Sin" for the world's sake. That was too awful

for His sensitive soul. It cast Him down to

Sheol. A terror and horror of sin: a terror

and horror at Himself – to absolute stupe-

faction – took possession of His soul and He

cried out in agony from a mist of sweat and

blood which blinded His tired eyes.

Bowed and prostrate there among the

olive trees Jesus felt al l  this.  Yet He is

conscious all the time of his calling, that he

is come to do God's will: to do his Father's

business, as he had proudly told his Mother,

on what was to him, his confirmation day,

and that was, to win and redeem the world

for God. That is what he had lived for. That is

why he had steadfastly set his Face, and had

come to Jerusalem, the Holy City.

And now his Father is offering him a Cross,

a Cross on which they slew rogues. It is too

much. The Perfect humanity of our Lord cries

out. No human being likes to suffer: no man

likes to suffer for something that he has not

done. Jesus shows that he is no less a Man

than other children of the world. Therefore

it is a real cry which ascends to His Father. Is

this the only means by which God's will can

be perfectly obeyed. If so, it was a path of

simple shame. It  was no wonder that

Temptation assailed him as it had done in

the desert of Galilee.

It is a cheap  Gospel that makes the

thorny way of duty easy for Jesus. It cost him

Blood and Agony, Sweat and Tears. At the

beginning of His Ministry, he had been

tempted to take a short cut to power, and

that temptation had recurred again when

the Greeks sent a message to Jesus by the

hands of St. Philip. So now the temptation

comes again. As he thinks of the cross, and

all that it will mean, he says to himself: The

Cross. Is there no other way? Must I redeem

the world thus?

His prayer, "Let this Cup pass" is a definite

petition to God, born of real anguish. In vision

he sees the Father holding out the cup for

him to take. But, is there no other way? Is he

shut up to the Cross? We can make nothing

of these words that will be worthy either of

him or the occasion unless we see that he

was tempted, quite definitely to let the cup

pass. And this will help us to realise that

Temptation is not sin, and the thought of the

Temptation of Jesus will help us to be brave

when we too are tempted.

This was a passionate return of that inner

debate which he held with himself in the

contest with the Devil at the beginning of

his ministry. There he had been tempted to

accomplish his mission in different ways, not
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necessarily evil ways, but ways that differed

in excellence. Then it had meant hunger and

thirst. Now it meant agony and sweat and

blood beside. The flesh shrunk from the

Cross, which else had been no suffering, and

if no suffering, there had been no

atonement. His Manhood would not have

been like ours, nor his sorrows our pattern,

if He had not thus drawn back, in his sensitive

humanity, from the awful prospect so near.

But natural instinct is one thing, and the

controlling will another. However currents

may have tossed the vessel, the firm hand at

the helm never suffered them to change her

course.

In the midst of His agony, the fixed

purpose to die for the world never wavered.

"If it be possible, let this Cup pass." Possible

for what? Possible in view of my life-purpose

to bring back Thy children to Thee,O My

Father, but, "not as I will, but as Thou wilt."

Sin approached him, but reeled back

vanquished. The "not as I will, but as Thou

wilt" in itself was a prayer to God to give him

strength to carry out the will of God. It shows

his utter reliance upon his Father, the source

of all strength, and in the vision of the Angel

strengthening the Saviour we have a true

picture of spiritual strength being imparted

to him from his close communion with his

heavenly Father.

Perfect submission, perfect surrender,

utter resignation to his Father's will. So he

found peace and strength. It was a new Being

who went to his sleeping followers. Upon his

Face there now shone victory and peace: the

battle was over. He roused his disciples;

"Behold the hour is at hand, and the Son of

Man is betrayed unto the hands of sinners.

Arise, let us be going: behold he is at hand

that betrayeth Me." So steadfastly and with

courage he faced the Traitor, and the rabble

horde, and with head held high, his face set

like a flint he set out on the last journey

which was to end on Calvary, for as He

himself said: "I, if I be lifted up, will draw all

men unto Myself."

Jesus endured the agony in the Garden

for us men and for our salvation. We must

always realise that Jesus endured such

suffering in order that he might know the

very depths of our experiences. No matter

how great earthly sufferings may be, the Son

of Man who is the Son of God knows them

too.

In pain, in sufferings, in agony and

anguish, in joy and sorrow, he is our Great

Example. But he is our Saviour and our God,

and therefore he can help us in our trials

and temptations. In his strength we can

overcome.

In the midst of His agony, when blinded

with blood, He could reach out to his Father

and feel the Everlasting Arms supporting

him. So too, when the agony and the stress

of life seem to overwhelm us and we are

blinded by doubts and difficulties, the

thought of the agonised face of Jesus in the

Garden of Gethsemane, as he wrestled with

the Evil One will help us to hold fast to our

Sonship, as children of our heavenly Father,

and as he received the necessary strength

from on high to go forth and face  his

accusers, so we too  shall receive sufficient

strength to wage war  against the powers of

darkness, and in the strength of the Cross

which Jesus accepted, to conquer them. 

"Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?”

“My God, My God, why have you

forsaken me?”     (Mathew 27:46)
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I¬]Shp-Iƒ- ̨  27
^m. tPmWn tPm¿Pv
tIm¿ F∏n-kvtIm∏m

ssZh]cn-]m-e-\-Øns‚ \n¿t√m-` -amb
km∂n-≤yamWv bmt°m-_ns‚ bm{X-bn¬
\mw ImWp -∂-X v . At±lw em_ms‚
ÿeØv FØn-t®-cp-∂p. Hcp InW-‰p-I-c-
bn¬ h®v em_ms‚ aIƒ dmtl-ens\
ImWp-∂p. Cu I≠p-ap-´-en-s\-∏‰n lrZ-b-
kv]¿in-bmb hn[-Øn-emWv {KŸ-I¿Ømhv
hnh-cn-°p-∂-Xv. bmt°m-_ns‚ ]nXm-hmb
bnk-lm-°n-\p-th≠n Gen-tb-k¿ dnt_-
°sb I≠p-ap-́ p-∂Xpw Hcp InW-‰p-¶¬ h®m-
bn-cp-∂p. B IY IqSp-X¬ lrZy-sa∂v ]d-
bm-sa-¶n¬ c≠m-asØ IY IqSp-X¬ kPo-
h-sa∂v ]dbmw (D-ev]Øn 29:1˛14).

dmtl-ens\ I≠p-ap -´nb DS≥Xs∂
bmt°m_v InW-dns‚ AS-∏pI√v am‰n Ah-
fpsS BSp-Iƒ°v sh≈w sImSp-Øp. Ah≥
Ahsf kvt\l-]q¿Δw Npw_n-°p-Ibpw
s]m´n-°-c-bp-Ibpw sNbvXp. dmtl¬ C°m-
cy-ß-sf√mw `h-\-Øn¬sN∂v ]nXm-hns\
Adn-bn-®p. ]nXmhv HmSn-s®∂v bmt°m-_ns\
kzoI-cn-°p-Ibpw Ahs\ `h-\-Øn-te°v
Iq´n -s°m≠v t]mIp -Ibpw sNbvXp.
bmt°m_v em_ms‚ `h-\-Øn¬ Hcp amk-
°mew ]m¿Øp. bmt°m_v A[zm-\-io-e-
\mb Hcp bphm-hm-sW∂p I≠ em_m-≥
Ah≥ sNøp∂ tPmen°v F¥p {]Xn-^ew
thW-sa∂v Xnc°n? Hcp sNdnb "DS-ºSn'
AXn-\p-≠m-I-Ww.

bmt°m-_n\v IqSp-X¬ Btem-Nn-t°≠n
h∂n-√. em_ms‚ Cf-b- a-I-fmb dmtl-
ens\ `mcy-bm-°m≥ th≠n Ggp- h¿j-

em_ms‚
`h-\-Øn¬ bmt°m-_v

°mew Xm≥ At±-lsØ tkhn-°m-sa-∂-
h≥ ]d-™p. F∂m¬ em_m≥ Cu kml-
Ncyw D]-tbm-Kn®v bmt°m-_ns\ NqjWw
sNøp-∂p. I\m-\n¬ A∂v \ne-hn-ep-≠m-bn-
cp∂ \nb-a-a-\p-k-cn®v ASna kzX-{¥-\m-Ip-
∂-Xn\p apºv Ggp h¿j-°mew bP-am-\s\
tkhn-°-W-am-bn-cp-∂p. CXp- kw-_-‘n-®p≈
\n_-‘-\-Iƒ ]pd-∏mSv 21:2˛6˛¬ sImSp-Øn-
´p-≠v. Cu \n¿t±iw em_m≥ AwKo-I-cn®p
F∂v tXm∂m-sa-¶nepw kq£va-]-cn-tim-[-\-
bn¬ Ahy -‡X D≈-Xmbn ImWmw.
""bmt°m_v dmtl-ens\ kvt\ln-®p: \ns‚
Cf-b-a-Iƒ dmtl-en\p th≠n Rm≥ Ggp
kwh’cw \ns∂ tkhn°mw F∂p- ]-d-
™p. AXn∂v em_m≥: Rm≥ Ahsf
A\y-]p-cp-j\v sImSp-°p-∂-Xnepw \n\°v
Xcp-∂Xv \√-Xv. Ft∂m-Sp-IqsS ]m¿°
F∂p- ]-d™p'' (D-ev]Øn 29:18-˛19). hnIm-c-
X-c-fn-X-\mb bmt°m_v em_ms‚ hm°p-
I-fn¬ Hfn-™n-cn-°p∂ NXn a\- n-em-°p-
∂p-an-√. Ggp h¿j-ßƒ°p-tijw Xt±-i-
hm-kn-I-fmb P\-Øn\v \¬Inb Hcp hncp-
∂ns‚ cm{Xnbn¬ dmtl-en\p ]Icw
IÆn\p tim` Ipd™ aqØ- a-I-fmb
tebsb em_m≥ bmt°m-_n\v `mcy-bmbn
\¬In. dmtl-ens\ kz¥-am-°m≥ ]n∂oSv
Ggp h¿j-ßƒ IqSn bmt°m-_n\p ImØn-
cn-t°≠nh∂p.

h©-I-\mb bmt°m_v em_ms‚ h©-
\-bn¬s∏´p t]mbn. hnhm-l-Zn-hkw bmt°m-
_ns‚ ASp-°¬ teb sN∂Xv apJm-h-c-W-
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a-Wn-™m-bn-cp-∂p. CtX coXn-bn¬ ico-c-
Øn¬ Bh-c-W-a-Wn-™m-bn-cp∂p bmt°m_v
]nXm-hmb Ck-lm-°ns‚ ASp-ØpsN∂v
NXn-bn¬ A\p-{Klw t\Sn-b-Xv. tPyjvTs‚
Ah-Imiw Xm≥ h©n®v t\Sn-sb-Sp-Ø-Xm-
Wv. AXn\v in£-bmWv ChnsS In´p-∂-Xv.
Ggp h¿j-ßƒ hrYm- Nne-hm-bn. Xm≥
kvt\ln® dmtl-en-t\m-sSm∏w Pohn-t°-≠n-
bn-cp∂ Ggp h¿j-°mew Xm≥ B{K-ln-°m-
Xn-cp∂ teb-tbm-sSm∏w Pohnt°-≠-Xmbn
h∂p. D]m-bhpw X{¥hpw D]-tbm-Kn®v t\Sn-
sb-Sp-°p∂ ku`m-Ky-ßƒ°v Xncn-®-Sn-bp-
≠mIpw F∂ kXyw ChnsS kv]jvS-am-°-
s∏-Sp-∂p.

em_ms‚ IqsS-bp≈ bmt°m-_ns‚
PohnXw henb kº-Øn\v At±-lsØ DS-
a-bm-°n. [mcmfw arK-k-º-Øv, hmey-°m¿,
AXn-s\√mw D]cn c≠v kv{XoI-fn-embn
(bYm¿∞-Øn¬ 4 kv{XoIƒ) 12 ]p{X-∑m¿.
bmt°m-_ns‚ ̀ mcy-am-cpsS t]cp-Iƒ tKm{X-
ß-fpsS t]cp-I-fp-ambn _‘-s∏-´-h-bm-bn-cp-
∂p. "teb' F∂ t]cns‚ A¿∞w "]ip'
F∂m-Wv. "dmtl¬' F∂ ]Z-Øn\v "X≈-
bmSv' F∂p-am-Wv A¿∞w. "tebm' F∂
t]cv Imf, ]ip apX-emb hf¿Øp-ar-K-
ßsf ]cn-]m-en®v Pohn-X-hrØn Ign-°p∂
Irjn-°m-scbpw dmtl¬ F∂Xv BSp-ta-
bn®v Ign-bp∂ CS-b-h¿§-°mscbpw kqNn-
∏n-°p∂p F∂pw A`n-{]m-b-ap-≠v. Hcp {]tZ-
iØv BZyw IpSn-tb-dn-∏m¿Ø-h¿ aqØ-h-
fmb tebsb kqNn-∏n-°p-∂p; ]n∂oSp h∂-
h¿ dmtl-en-s\-bpw. ]{¥≠p tKm{X-ß-fpsS
sFIy-\nc Fßs\ D≠mbn F∂p-≈-Xns‚
Hcp {]Xn-]m-Z-\-ambn Cu hnh-c-W-ßsf
]fin-X-∑m¿ IW-°m-°p-∂p.

bmt°m-_ns‚ {]h¿Ø\w aqew
em_m\pw henb kº-Øn\v DS-a-bm-bn.
""Rm≥ Im¬ h-t®-S-sØm-s°bpw btlmh
\ns∂ A\p-{K-ln-®n-cn-°p∂p'' (D-ev]Øn

30:30) F∂v bmt°m_v em_m-t\mSv ]d-bp-
∂p. CtXm-sSm∏w bmt°m_pw kº-∂-\m-
b-Xp- I≠v em_ms‚ ]p{X-∑m¿ CXv Xß-
fpsS A∏s‚ kzØv tamjvSn-®-Xm-sW∂p
]d-™p. CXv bmt°m_v tI´p. em_ms‚
apJ-`m-h-Øn-ep-≠mb am‰hpw Ah≥ {i≤n-
®p. CXns‚ ^e-ambn 20 h¿j-°m-e-ambn
em_ms‚ ASp-°-ep≈ tkh\w \n¿Øm≥
Ah≥ Xocp-am-\n-®p. AXn\v btlm-h-bmb
ssZh-Øns‚ A\p -hm -Zhpw D≠m-bn .
""At∏mƒ btlmh bmt°m-_n-t\mSv: \ns‚
]nXm-°-∑m-cpsS tZi-tØ°pw \ns‚ Nm¿®-
°m-cpsS ASp-°-te°pw aS-ßn-t∏mI; Rm≥
\nt∂m-Sp -IqsS Ccn°pw F∂v Acp -fn -
s®bvXp'' (D-ev]Øn 31:3). ]n∂oSv em_m\pw
bmt°m_pw XΩn¬ Hcp DS-º-Sn-bp-ap-≠mbn
(31:45-˛52). Xß-fpsS k©m-c-Øn\pw A[n-
Im-c-Øn\pw Ah¿ AXn¿Øn \n›-bn-®p.
I√p-sIm-≠p≈ Iqºm-chpw XqWpw (km-
£y-Øns‚ Iqºm-chpw XqWpw) Dd-∏n-®p.
AXn\v A∏p-dhpw C∏p-dhpw IS-°msX
At\ym\yw \nb- {¥Ww ]men -°-Ww.
tKm{X-ßƒ XΩnep≈ _‘-ßƒ°v \nb-
{¥-W--ßƒ G¿s∏-SpØn F∂-Xns‚ DØ-a-
Zr-jvSm-¥-am-Wn-Xv. Cu XqWp-Iƒ ""ssZhw
km£n'' (31:50) F∂Xns‚ AS-bm-f-hp-am-
bn-cp-∂p. a≤y-]u-c-kvXy-tZ-i-ß-fn¬ ]pcm-h-
kvXp -K -th -j-I¿ Is≠-Ønb Iqºm-c -
ßƒ°pw XqWp-Iƒ°pw Cu A¿∞-X-e-
ßƒ Iq-Sn-bp≠v.

kzm¿∞em`ßƒ°p-th≠n D]m -b -
ßfpw X{¥-ßfpw sa\-bm≥ AXn-k-a¿∞-
\m-bn -cp -∂p bmt°m-_v. AXv XpS-cm≥
ssZhw A\p-h-Zn-®n-√. A\y-ssZ-h-ßsf
Bcm-[n-°p-∂-Xn¬ \n∂v At±-lsØ hne-
°n. Ahsb Ipgn-®p-aq-Sm≥ Bh-iy-s∏´p
(D -e v]Øn 35 : 1˛4) .  \ap°pw Aßs\
]eXpw Ipgn-®p-aq-Sm-\p-≠v, hy‡n-]-c-amb
Pohn-X-Ønepw Bflo-b-Po-hn-X-Ønepw.
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bph-temIw ̨  87

^m. tUm. tXmwk¨ tdm_n

""F√m Nnd-Ip-Ifpw Hcp t]mse-b-√, F√m
Imep-Iƒ°pw Htc thK-a-√. F√mh¿°pw
Htc Ic-hn-cp-X-√'' F∂p  ]d-bp-∂Xv hmkvX-
h-am-Wv. Hmtcm krjvSn°pw hyXykvX Ign-
hp-Iƒ BWp≈Xv. B hyXy-kvX-X-bn-
emWv krjvSn-I-fpsS \ne-\nev∏v. ico-c-
Ønse Hmtcm Ah-b-h-Øns‚  [¿Ωhpw
Dt±-iyhpw hyXy-kvX-am-bn-cn-°p-∂-Xp-t]mse
Hmtcm hy‡n-bp-sSbpw Nn¥-Ifpw  Ign-hp-
Ifpw hyXy-kvX-am-bn-cn-°pw. AXp-sIm≠v
Hcp hy‡nsb as‰m-cmtfmSp Xmc-Xayw
sNbvhm≥ Ign-bn-√. ""]cm-P-b-Øn\v \nßƒ
Ign-hp-sI-´-h-\mWv F∂¿∞-an-√, \nßƒ
Ip‰-a-‰-h-\√ Ft∂ AXn-\¿∞-ap≈q'' F∂v
Ata-cn-°≥ {]`m-j-I≥ tdm_¿´v Fkv.
ap≈¿ ]d-bp-∂Xv ChnsS {it≤-b-am-Wv.

Ac-b∂w IS¬Xo-c-ØpIqsS ]d-°p-∂-
Xn-\nsS Im° tNmZn®p: ""\n\°v Fs‚
A{Xbpw thK-Øn¬ ]d-°m-\m-Iptam? Rm≥
ImWn-°p∂ A`ym-k-ßƒ ImWn-°mtam?
\n\°v  Nnd-I-Sn-°m-\-dnbmw F∂-√msX
\∂mbn ]d-°m-\-dn-bm-tam?'' Im° Ipsd
A`-ym -k-ßfpw ImWn -®p. Ac-b∂w
tNmZn®p: ""\n\°v Ign-hp≠v; F¥n-\mWv
C{X [m¿jvSytØm-sS Ifn-bm-°p-∂Xv?''
Im° ]d™p: ""F\n°v sh√p -hnfn
Db¿Øp∂ Fs¥-¶nepw \o sNbvXm¬
Rm≥ Ifn-bm-°¬ \n¿Ømw.'' Ac-b∂w
Im°sb IS-en\p apI-fn-eqsS ]d-°m≥
£Wn-®p. Ipd®p Zqcw Ign-™-t∏m-tg°pw
Im° £oWn-®p. F¶nepw ]pdØp ImWn-
®n-√.  Xf¿∂p IS-en¬ hogm-dm-b-t∏mƒ Ac-

hyXy-kvX-Xsb Dƒs°m-≈p-∂-XmWv
bYm¿∞ ]T\w

b-∂w Im°sb Xs‚ Npa-en¬ Xmßn. \μn
]d -bm -\p≈ tijn -t]mepw At∏mƒ
Im°bv°v C√m-bn-cp-∂p.

F√m-hcpw Xs∂-t∏msebmI-W-sa∂
]nSn-hmin A_-≤-ß-fn-te°v \bn-°pw.
kzbw krjvSn -°p∂ Alw-t_m-[-Øn-
te°pw A]-c-\n¬ ]I-cp∂ A]-I¿j-Xm-
t_m-[-Øn-te°pw \mw FØpw. F√mw XnI-
™-h-cmbpw H∂p-an-√m-Ø-h-cmbpw Bcp-an-√.
CXn-\n-S-bn¬ Hmtcm-cp-Øcpw A¿ln-°p∂,
Ah-c-h¿ Is≠-tØ-≠-Xmb CS-ß-fp-≠v.
Ahn-sS-bmWv Ah¿°v anIhp ]pe¿Øm-\m-
hp-I. AXm-bXv Ahtlfn-°-s∏-tS-≠-X√
Hcp P∑-hpw. hyXykvX Ign-hp-Iƒ Hcp-an®p
tNcp-tºm-gmWv ]q¿Æ-X-bn-se-Øp-I. IS-
en\v apI-fn-eqsS ]d-°m≥ i‡n-bp-≈-X√
Xs‚ Nnd-Ip-Iƒ F∂v Im°bv°v Xncn®dn-
bm≥ Ign-bmsX t]mbXv Ahs‚ ]cm-P-b-
Øn\v Imc-W-am-bn. F∂m¬ Ac-b∂w
Aßs\ ]d-°m≥ Ignhp-≈-h-\m-W∂v
kzbw Xncn-®-dn-™n-SØv hnPbw D≠m-bn.
CXp Xs∂-bmWv Pohn-X-hn-P-b-Øn\pw
B[m-c-am-bn-´p-≈-Xv.

a‰p-≈-h-cpsS A`n-{]m-b-ßƒ Db¿Øp∂
i_vZ-tIm-emleØn¬ \nß-fpsS a\ v
]d-bp-∂Xv apßn-t∏m-Im≥ CS- h-c-cpXv F∂v
Ãohv tPm_vkv ]d-bp-∂p. a\xkm-£n-bpsS
lnXw Xncn-®-dn™v {]h¿Øn-°-Ww. kp`m-
jvN{μ t_mkns‚ {]kn-≤-amb hN\w:
""A\o-Xn-bp-ambpw A[¿Ωhpambpw s]mcp-
Ø-s∏-Sp-∂-XmWv G‰hpw henb ]mXIw.''
\mw [¿Ω-Øn-s\Xn-cmbn Nn¥n-°m-Xn-cn-
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°p∂XpXs∂ hnP-b--am-Wv. hna¿i-\-ta‰v
hmS-cp-Xv, Xf-c-cp-Xv. Hcp kXy-k-‘-\mb a\p-
jy≥ Ipd-®p-t]¿ Xs∂°pdn®v tamiambn
]d-bp-∂Xv tI´v ZpxJn-®p. A∂p apX¬
Abmƒ°v Dd°w \jvS-s∏-´p. H∂pw sNøp-
hm≥ Ign-bm-sX-bm-bn. {]iv\-]-cn-lm-c-Øn\v
Abmƒ Kpcp-hns‚ ASp-sØ-Øn-b-t∏mƒ
Kpcp ]d-™p, ""C∂p \o Fs‚ IqsS B{i-
a-Øn¬ Xma-kn-°-Ww.'' Abmƒ kΩ-Xn-®p.
cm{Xn Dd-ßm≥ InS-∂-t∏mƒ sXm´-SpØ
Ipf-Øn¬ \n∂v Xh-f-Iƒ Ic-bp∂ `bm-
\I i_vZw. ]nt‰∂v cmhnse Abmƒ Kpcp-
hn-t\mSv ]d-™p, ""Ipfw apgp-h≥ Xh-f-bm-
sW∂v tXm∂p-∂p. Ahsb Rm≥ ]nSn-
t®ms´?'' Kpcp-hns‚ kΩ-X-tØmsS Abmƒ
Xh-fsb ]nSn-s®-¶nepw \mse-Æ-sØ am{X
ta In´n-bp-≈q. Abmƒ Kpcp-hn-t\mSv tNmZn®p:
""Cu \mse-Æ-amtWm C{Xbpw i_vZ-ap-≠m-
°n-bXv.'' Kpcp ]d™p ""\ns‚ Imcy-Ønepw
Cß-s\-bmWv. \mep-t]¿ Ip‰w ]d-™-Xn
s‚ t]cn-emWv \ns‚ Dd°w \jvS-s∏-´Xv.''

hfsc Ipd-®p-t]¿ am{Xta \tΩ hna¿in-
°p-Ibpw Ifn-bm-°p-Ibpw sNøp-I-bp-≈q.
AXns\ sNdp-°p-hm≥ Hcp henb kaq-l-
Øns‚ ]n¥p-W-bp≠v F∂v \mw Xncn-®-dn-
b-Ww. AXp-sIm-≠mWv tPm¿÷v sl¿
_¿´v ]d-™Xv, ""{]Xo-£-bn¬ Pohn-°p-∂-
h\v \rØw hbv°m≥ kwKoXw thW-sa-
∂n√'' F∂v. Xmfw \jvS-s∏-SmsX, Xmfw
C√msX Xs∂, Nph-Sp-h-bv°p-hm≥ Ignbp∂-
ht\ hnPbw D≠m-hp-I-bp-≈q.

Hcp ]fin-X≥ k\ym-kn-bpsS ASp-
sØØn ]d-™p, ""F\n°p kXyw Fs¥-
∂-dn-b-Ww.'' k\ymkn tNmZn®p, ""Xm¶-fm-
cmWv?'' Abmƒ ]d™p, ""Xm¶ƒs°s∂
Adn-bnt√? temI-a-dn-bp∂ ]fin-X-\mWv
Rm≥. F¶nepw F\n°v kXyw Is≠-Øm-
\m-bn-´n-√.'' Adn-bp∂ Imcy-ß-sf√mw Fgp-
Xn-s°m-≠p-h-cphm≥ k\ymkn Bh-iy-
s∏´p. aq∂v h¿jw Ign™v henb _mKv

\ndsb IS -em -kp -ambn Abm-sf -Øn.
k\ymkn ]d™p, ""CXp apgp-h≥ hmbn-°p-
hm≥ F\n°p ka-b-an-√. Npcp-°n-sb-gp-Xq.''
ho≠pw aq∂p- amkw Ign™v ]fin-X-
s\Øn. At∏mgpw \qdp-I-W-°n\v t]Pp-Iƒ
D≠m-bn-cp-∂p. ho≠pw ]e {]mhiyw sh´n-
°p-d-bv°m-\m-h-iy-s∏-´-t∏mƒ ]fin-X\p
Imcyw ]nSn-In-´n. Abmƒ H∂psa-gp-XmsX
Hcp IS-emkp \¬Inbn´p ]d™p: ""Ct∏mƒ
Rm≥ iq\y-am-Wv.'' Kpcp ]d™p, ""\ap°v
]T-\-amcw-`n-°mw.''

CXns‚ kmcw \mw ]Tn-°m≥ ]Tn-°-W-
sa∂mWv. ]Tn-°m≥ ]Tn-®n-s√-¶n¬ \mw
hoWp-t]m-Ipw. Adn-™-Xns‚ _m°n  Adn-
bm-\p≈ {ia-a√, BXy-¥nI-ambn F¥v
F∂-dn -bp -hm-\p≈ {ia-amWv bYm¿∞
]T\w. AhnsS, F√mw ssZh-kr-jvSn-bm-
sW∂pw Hmtcm-cp-h\pw as‰m-cp-hs‚ \∑-
bv°mbn \ntbm-Kn-°-s∏-́ n-cn-°p-I-bm-sW∂pw
D≈ Xncn-®-dnhv D≠m-I-Ww. AXp-sIm≠v
hyXykvX a\p-jy¿, Poh-Pm-e-ßƒ F√mw
{]Ir-Xn-bpsS kwc-£-W-Øn\pw a\p-jy-
\∑bv°pw th≠-Xm-sW∂p≈ Nn¥ \Ωn¬
hf¿Øn-sb-Sp-°-Ww. ""lrZ-b-Øn¬ kXy-
ap-≈-h≥ Xs‚ Pohs\ `b-s∏-tS-≠-Xn√''
F∂ tPm¨ dkvIns‚ hm°p-Iƒ Hm¿°p-
I. Ign-hp-≈-hbpw Ign-hn-√m-Ø-hbpw F√mw
\ΩpsS hf¿®bv°v th≠n-bm-sW∂v  Hm¿
°p-I. F√m-Ønepw ssZh-\∑ Is≠-Øp-
hm≥ bphXobphm-°ƒ°v Ign-bs´ F∂v
{]m¿∞n-°p-∂p.



Ipcniv
ssZhhpw a\p-jy-\p-am-bp≈

_‘-sØbpw
a\p-jy\pw a\p-jy-\p-am-bp≈

_‘-sØbpw
kqNn-∏n-°p∂p.
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{]hm-NI-∑m¿ ̨  23

tamckvXy-\mb aoJm _n.-kn. 720-˛692 Ime-
ØmWv {]h-N\w \n¿Δ-ln-®Xv. tbmYmw,
Blm-kv, sbln-kv°n-bmhv F∂o blqZ
cmPm-°-∑m-cpsS Ime-ØmWv aoJm-bn¬°qSn
ia-cy-sbbpw sbcq-i-te-an-s\bpw ]‰n-bp≈
Acp-f-∏mSv btlmh \¬Ip-∂-Xv. Btam-kv,
tlmtibm F∂o {]hm-N-I-∑m-cpsS Ime-
tijw sbi-øm-hn-s‚ Ime-ØmWv aoJm
Pohn-®n-cp-∂-Xv.

P∑-ÿ-e-amb tamckvXy blq-Z-bpsS
sX°p-]-Sn-™m-dp-`m-K-Øp≈ ka-`qan Bbn-
cp -∂p. bnc -aym -hns‚ ]pkvXIw 22 -˛mw
A≤ymbw 18-˛mw hmIy-Øn¬ aoJm-sb-∏‰n
]cm-a¿in-°p-∂p-≠v: ""sblq-Z-cm-Pm-hmb
lnkv°n-bm-hns‚ ImeØp tamc-jvSy-\mb
aoJm-bmhp kIe sblq-Zm-P-\-tØmSpw
{]h-Nn-®p.'' bnc-aymhv Fgp-Xn-bn-cn-°p∂
ÿehpw {]hm-N-Is‚ t]cpw Aev]w
hyXym-k-ap-≈-Xmbn tXm∂p-sa-¶nepw Ah
H∂p Xs∂-bm-Wv.

{]h-N-\-Øns‚ XpS-°-Øn¬ btlm-h-
bpsS Acp-f-∏mSv kI-e- Pm-Xn-I-tfm-Sp-am-bn-
´mWv ImWp-∂-Xv. btlmh Iev]n-°p∂
in£bv°p {][m-\- Im-cWw kI-e- P-\-Øn-
s‚bpw ]m]w A√, adn®v bn{km-tb-ens‚
]m]w BsW∂v {]hm -N -I -\n¬°qSn
btlmh Acp-fn-s®-øp-∂p. sX‰n-s\-Xn-cmbn
i‡-ambn {]h-Nn-°p-∂-Xn\v a‰p {]hm-N-I-
∑m-sc-t∏mse aoJmbpw ss[cyw ImWn-°p-
∂p. btlmh Iev]n-°p-∂Xv Hcp hyXym-
khpw IqSmsX P\sØ Adn-bn-°pI F∂
{]hm-N-I-ZuXyw aoJm hnLv\w IqSmsX
\n¿Δ-ln-®p.

s{]m^. amXyp tImin
sNdnb {]hm-N-I≥ ̨

P\-ß-fpsS ]m]w A°-an´v {]hm-N-I≥
hnkvX-cn-°p-∂p-≠v. P\-ßƒ sNbvX Ip‰-
ß-sfbpw X∑qew Ah¿°p hcphm≥
t]mIp∂ in£-sbbpw Ipdn®v aoJm Ahsc
{]t_m[n -∏n -®p. hfsc A\p - {K -l-I -c -
ambncp∂ ia-cybpw sbcq-i-teapw P\ßsf
]m]-Øn-te°v \bn-®p. [\-hm-∑mcpw `c-Wm-
[n-Im-cn-Ifpw Zcn-{Z-∑m-cpsS t\¿°p sNbvX
A\ymbw btlmh Ip‰-ambn I≠p. Dd-
ßm≥ InS-°p∂ Ah-k-c-Øn¬ t]mepw
\oXn-tISv \ncq-]n-°p∂ P\w F∂mWv Ah-
sc-°p-dn®v {]hm-N-I≥ ]d-bp-∂-Xv. \ncq-]n-
°p∂ Imcy-ßƒ t\cw ]pe-cp-tºmƒØs∂
Ah¿ \S-Øp-∂p. ""Ah¿ hb-ep -Isf
tamln®p ]nSn-®p-]-dn-°p-∂p, Ah¿ hoSp-Isf
tamln®p ssI°-em-°p-∂p, Aßs\ Ah¿
]pcp-j-s\bpw Ahs‚ `h-\-sØbpw a\p-
jy -s\bpw Ahs‚ Ah-Im -i -sØbpw
]oUn-∏n-°p∂p'' (2:3). ]ns∂bpw {]hm-N-I≥
]d-bp-∂Xv ""bp≤hnap-J-∑m-cmbn \n¿`-b-∑m-
cmbn IS-∂p-t]m-Ip-∂-h-cpsS hkv{X-Øn-
t∑¬\n∂p \nßƒ ]pX-∏p- h-en-s®-Sp-°p-∂p.
\nßƒ Fs‚ P\-Øns‚ kv{XoIsf Ah-
cpsS kpJ-I-c-amb hoSp-I-fn¬\n∂v Cd-°n-
°-f-bp-∂p, Ah-cpsS ss]X-ß-tfmSp \nßƒ
Fs‚ alXzw kZm-Im-e-tØ°pw A]-l-
cn®pIf-bp∂p'' (2:8,9). hymPw {]kw-Kn-°p-
∂-hcpw Ah-cpsS Iq´-Øn¬ D≠v.

A[n-]-Xn-I-fmbh¿ sNøp∂ t{Zmlw
ho≠pw {]hm-N-I≥ hni-Zo-I-cn-°p-∂Xv C{]-
Im -c -amWv: ""\nßƒ \∑sb tZzjn®p
Xn∑sb C—n-°p-∂p; \nßƒ Xz°v Ah-cp-
sS-ta¬\n∂pw amwkw Ah-cpsS Aÿn-I -
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fn¬\n∂pw ]dn-®p-I-f-bp∂p'' (3:2). CXn¬
IqSp-X¬ F¥p- hn-i-Zo-I-c-W-amWv a‰p-≈-
hsc t{Zmln-°p∂ Ah-ÿ-sb-∏‰n ]d-bp-
hm-\p-≈Xv! Cß-s\-sbms° sNbvXmepw
Hcp tZmjhpw `hn-°-bn√ F∂v Ah¿ \ncq-
]n-°p-∂p.

kam -[m\ktμ-ihpw {]hm -N -I≥
CSbv°v ]d -bp -∂p≠v. btlm-h -bpsS
kotbm≥ ]¿Δ-X-sØ-∏-‰n-bmWv {]hm-N-I≥
hnh-£n-°p-∂-Xv. btlmh kotbm≥ ]¿Δ-
X-Øn¬ Fs∂-t∂°pw Ah¿°v cmPm-hm-
bn-cn-°pw. AXp km[y-am-Ip∂ Ahÿ
{]hm-N-I≥ hni-Zo-I-cn-°p-∂-Xn-{]-Im-c-am-Wv:
""Ah¿ Xß-fpsS hmfp-Isf sImgp-°-fm-
bpw, Ip¥-ßsf hm°-Øn-I-fmbpw ASn®p
Xo¿°pw; PmXn PmXn°p t\sc hmƒ Hmßp-
I-bn-√; Ah¿ C\n bp≤w A`y-kn-°-bp-an-
√. Ah¿ Hmtcm-cp-Ø≥ Xm¥ms‚ ap¥n-cn-
h-≈n-bpsS Iognepw AØn-hr-£-Øns‚
Iognepw ]m¿°pw'' (4:3,4). ssZh-Øns‚ ]cn-
]m-e\w ChnsS ImWmw.

bn{km-tb-ens\ saXn-°p-hm≥ At\-I-
Pm-Xn-Iƒ H∂n-®p-IqSpw F∂pw {]h-N-\-
Øn¬ ImWp-∂p. F∂m¬ imizX kam-
[m\w ain-lm-bpsS hc-thm-Sp-IqSn km[y-
amIpw F∂pw ]d-bp-∂p. ""\otbm, t_Xv
tetlw F{^mtØ, \o sblqZm kl{k
ßfn¬ sNdpXmbncp∂mepw bn{kmtben∂p
A[n]Xnbmbncnt°≠p∂h≥ F\n°p
\n∂n¬\n∂p D¤hn®p hcpw; Ahs‚
D¤hw ]t≠bp≈Xpw ]pcmX\ambXpw
Xs∂'' (5:2). Cu A[n-]Xn tbip-X-s∂-bm-
Wv. tbip Ah¿°v imiz-X-k-am-[m\w
\¬Ipw.

an{k-bow-tZ-iØv Ah¿ ASn-a-I-fm-bn-cp-
∂p. Ahn-sS-\n∂v tamsibpw Al-tcm\pw
ancymapw tN¿∂v Ahsc hnSp-hn®v acp-`q-an-
bn¬°qSn \S-Øn. At\-I- cm-Pm-°-∑msc
bp≤-Øn¬ tXm¬]n-°p-hm≥ Ah¿°p Ign-

™p. Ah-km\w tbmiph Ahsc I\m-
\n¬ FØn-®p. tZiw hn`m-Kn®p P\-Øn\p
\¬In. Ah-cn-sX√mw ad∂v ssZh-tØmSp
adp-X-en®p Pohn-°p-∂Xv ssZh-Øn\v A{]o-
Xn-bm-bn-Øo-cp-I-bm-Wv. ssZth-jvS-Øn∂v
hn]-co-X-ambn Pohn-°p∂ P\-Øns‚ Bcm-
[-\-bn¬ ssZhw {]km-Zn-°n√ F∂v hfsc
kv]jvS-ambn {]hm-N-I-\n¬°qSn ssZhw
Acp-fn-s®-øp-∂p. ""Bbncw Bbncw B´p-
sIm-‰ -\nepw ]Xn-\m-bncw ]Xn-\m-bncw
ssXe-\-Zn-bnepw btlmh {]km-Zn-°ptam?''
(6:7).

bn{km-tb¬ P\-tØmSv {]hm-N-I-\n¬
IqSn ssZhw Hm¿∏n-°p∂ Hcp hmIyw C∂pw
\ΩpsS kaq-lw Hm¿Øn-cn-t°≠ kXy-
amWv: ""a\pjym \√Xp Fs¥∂p Ah≥
\n\°p ImWn-®p-X-∂n-cn-°p-∂p. \ymbw
{]h¿Øn-∏m\pw Zbm-X-ev]-c-\m-bn-cn-∏m\pw
\ns‚ ssZh-Øns‚ k∂n-[n-bn¬ Xmgva-
tbmsS \S-∏m\pw A√msX F¥m-Ip∂p
btlmh \nt∂mSp tNmZn-°p-∂Xv?'' (6:8).
\ymbhpw \oXnbpw Zbbpw \ne-\n-ev°p∂
Hcp kaq-l-amWv ssZh-P-\-ambn Adn-b-s∏-
Sp -∂-Xv. A\ymb-_-‘-\-ß-sf- A-gn -°p-
hm\pw ]oUn-Xsc kzX-{¥-cm-°p-hm\pw Zcn-
{Z-tcmSv A\p-I-ºm-]q¿Δw h¿Øn-°p-hm\pw
h∂ anin-lmsb ]n≥]-‰p-∂-h-cmb \mapw
{]hm-N-Is‚ hm°p-Isf ]n≥Xp-S-c-Ww.
At∏mƒ ssZhw \ΩpsS {]m¿∞\ kzoI-
cn-°pw.

ZpjvSXbp≈ P\sØ ssZhw {]hm-N-I-
\n¬°qSn {]t_m-[n -∏n -°p -I -bm -Wv :
""ZpjvSs‚ ho´n¬ C\nbpw A\o-Xn-bp≈
\nt£-]-ßfpw im]-I-c-amb I≈-b-fhpw
Dt≠m? I≈-Øp-emkpw I≈-∏-Sn-Iƒ C´
k©nbpw D≈-hs\ Rm≥ \n¿Ω-e-\mbn
FÆptam?'' (6:10,11). ""`‡n-bp-≈-h≥ `qan-
bn¬ C√m-sXbmbn; t\cp≈ Hcp a\p-
jy\pw C√. aI≥ A∏s\ \nμn-°p∂p;
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aIƒ AΩ-tbmSpw acp-a-Iƒ AΩm-hn-b-Ω-
tbmSpw FXn¿Øp \n¬°p∂p'' (7:6). tbip
Xs‚ IqsS \n∂ Bfp-I-tfmSpw CtX Bi-
b-Øn¬ kwkm-cn-°p-∂p-≠v.

bn{km-tb¬ sNtø-≠-sX-s¥∂v {]hm-
N-I≥ Hm¿∏n -°p-∂p. btlm-h-bn -te°v
t\m°-Ww, ssZh-Øn-\mbn ImØn-cn-°-Ww.
]m]-Øn¬\n∂v ap‡n- t\-S-Ww. ]n≥am-‰-
Øn¬\n∂v Xncn-™p- h-c-Ww. an{k-bo-an¬
\n∂v ]p-d-s∏-´p-t]m∂ Imewt]mse ssZhw

Ah-tcm-Sp-IqsS \S-°pw. P\-Øns‚ ]m]-
sa√mw btlmh £an-°pw. ssZhw Ft∂°pw
tIm]w sh®p-sIm-≠n-cn-°-bn-√. ssZhw Icp-
Wbpw Zbbpw D≈-h-\m-Wv. Ah-cpsS ]m]-
ßsf Hs°bpw btlmh kap-{Z-Øns‚
Bg-Øn¬ C´p-I-f-bpw, AIr-Xy-ßsf Nhn-
´n-°-f-bpw. btlmh kXyw sNbvXn-cn-°p∂
Xs‚ hniz-kvXX Ah≥ \nh¿Øn-°pw.
{]Xym-im-\n¿`-c-amb Hcp Pohn-X-Øn∂v
CXn¬ IqSp-X¬ \ap-s°-¥m-Wmhiyw!

Ihn-Xm-temIw
tUm. Sn. tPm¨ tPm¿÷v

t\m°pI {Iqinse tbipsh \mw,
Hm¿°pI Ah-\psS Xncp-_ensb;
\sΩ hos≠-Sp-Ø- ]cn-ip-≤-c-‡w...
B al¬XymKw ad-°-cp-tX...

aÆnse a\p-jy¿°mbv ssZh-]p-{X≥
h∂t√m `qan-bn¬ hnÆn¬ \n∂pw;
GIo Xncp-h-N-\-ßƒ \ap-°mbv
amtdmSp tN¿Øt√m X≥ kvt\l-Øm¬
am‰n- \sΩ-Øs‚ injy-cm-b-n
Db¿Øn- \sΩ {]nb a°-fm-bn...

\ΩƒX≥ ]m]-ßƒ Igp-In-Sp-hm≥
kzb-a-h-≥ Ip-™m-Smbv _en-bpambn
]oU-\-ta-‰p {Iqin≥ hgn-bn¬
Gsd kln-®-]-am-\ßfpw;
Nn¥n- X≥ ]m]-an-√m cp[n-cw,
\tΩ hnip-≤-cm-bv Xo¿Øn-Sp-hm≥

{Iqinse
tbip


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Kingdom of God - 20

Dr. T. Jacob John, Vellore

Peter's declaration of faith and
 keys of the kingdom

This series began seeking clarity on the
concept of the kingdom of God that was given
great emphasis in the three Synoptic Gospels,
from the introductory announcement of John
the Baptist and through detailed teachings
of Jesus Himself. Kingdom of heaven is
synonymous with kingdom of God. With 19
chapters behind us, this is the concluding one.

The main question raised for resolution was
the temporal ‘placement’ of the kingdom of
God – was it established during the incarnation
(‘first coming’) or will it only be established at
His second coming?  A second question was
about the equation of church and the kingdom
of God.

The lack of importance/emphasis given to
the concept and content of the kingdom of
God during instructions and lessons, starting
from childhood (home and Sunday School),
through sermons, and writings in general
Christian literature, seems to me, to be because
of the common belief that the kingdom of God
is to be established at the second coming.
Many Bible Commentators seem to hold that
view. But the Synoptic Gospels clearly state that
Christ came to preach and establish the
kingdom.

Chapter 7 of this serial (“Kingdom of God:
Past, Present and Future”) mentioned: “We
need to ask a fundamental question: what is
the present status of the kingdom of God?  It is
so very easy to falsely believe that the kingdom
is yet to be established, to be established only
with the second coming of Christ.  Therefore
we can live in the hope of the kingdom, to be

established one day in future, but for us today
the kingdom is to be kept on the backburner of
our faith.  It seems to me that it is escapist and
denial; neither is good.”

This serial unequivocally concludes that the
kingdom of God was the name that Jesus gave
to the new “movement” that He proclaimed
during His earthly mission.  That it will continue
even after the end of the earthly epoch of
humans, at and after the second coming of
Christ, is promised, and is to be believed with
hope and anticipation.  That is eschatology.

Its present reality is to be perceived,
experienced, expanded and expounded, as it is
of paramount importance for the role of the
church (as a religion) in the world, until the
second coming. This is the sum and substance
of Christava dharma.

The imminence of the kingdom of God was
the essence of John the Baptist’s mission – he
was preparing its path, emphasising two
themes: one, the essentiality of ‘righteousness’
in religion and two the ‘arrival’ of the Messiah.
Serial 19 was centred on the Sermon on the
Mount — early in the short earthly mission of
Jesus – in which the concept of the kingdom of
God was introduced to the twelve Apostles and
to the public. Thereafter Jesus expounded on
the framework of the kingdom of God through
many parables, throughout His earthly sojourn.

After about three years, towards the close
of His ‘Messianic Mission’, when Jesus and
disciples were beyond Galilee, in Caesarea-
Philippi, He asked the disciples: “Who do men
say that I, the Son of Man, am?” They said:

Concluding Chapter
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“Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah and
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” Did
Israelites have some vague concept of “re-
birth”?  He then asked them: “Who do you say
that I am?” And Simon Peter answered and
said: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living
God.”(Matthew 16: 13-16).

What Jesus then said is astounding. “Blessed

are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood

has not revealed this to you, but my Father

who is in heaven. And I also say to you that

you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my

church [original word in Greek ecclesia], and

the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.

And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of

heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will

be bound in heaven and whatever you loose

on earth will be loosed in heaven.”

Ecclesia in Greek, meaning assembly
(‘sabha’ in Malayalam and Tamil) was translated
as church in English.  Matthew put ecclesia
(church) and kingdom of heaven together,
showing their tight relationship.  Is church the
same as the kingdom of heaven?  If so, why are
there two names?  But one thing is obvious:
kingdom of heaven connects heaven and living
humans (ecclesia or church) in a mysterious
manner – a thought-provoking way to
comprehend ‘religion’.   Thoughts so provoked,
are my meditations.

Jesus had said that He was revealing the
secrets of the kingdom to the disciples
(Matthew 13: 11). To the religious leaders Jesus
had said: “You lock the doors of the kingdom
of heaven in men’s faces: you will not go in
yourselves, neither will you allow those at the
door to go in” (Matthew 23: 13 NT in modern
English).  The church, knowing the mysteries
of the kingdom of heaven, remains at risk of
the same indictment, unless we show the way,
the door, open it with keys that were
bestowed upon Peter representing all of us,
to God’s kingdom that exists here and now,
within us, among us.

In Mark’s gospel this episode is slightly
differently described, although the occasion was
identical – there was no mention of the building
of the church or giving of the ‘keys of the
kingdom’ to Peter. Perhaps Peter wanted it that
way – Peter was the main source of information
for Mark, so scholars conclude.

Did Peter want to underplay the singular
privilege (and crucial commission) he was given,
in all humility?  Peter showed himself (through
Mark) as erring on different occasions. Peter
disapproved the way forward that Jesus just
described (suffering and death) and “Peter took
Him aside and began to rebuke Him…He turned
around and looked at His disciples, He rebuked
Peter, saying, get behind Me, Satan…” (Mark 8:
32-33).  Peter ’s frank admission that he
disagreed with Jesus, was headstrong enough
to rebuke Jesus, and was even called Satan for
that – seems to me as a tell-tale episode of
Peter’s self-depreciation, or humility. Traditional
belief is that Peter was punished with
crucifixion in Rome, but he requested to be
crucified upside down, for he felt unworthy of
dying on the cross as did Jesus.

According to Matthew and Mark, Jesus
charged the disciples not to tell anyone that
He was Christ (Matthew 16:20; Mark 8:30).
Actually Jesus Himself had revealed to the
Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well, that He was
the Messiah (Christ).  But, times had changed.
Jesus Himself had to say so at this juncture;
that, He knew, would be blasphemy for the
religious leaders, who therefore would want
Jesus killed.  Once arrested and brought to
Sanhedrin they could not stone Him to death –
they needed the Roman authority of Pontius
Pilate to make death sentence legally valid.  So
at this time He had to tell the Sanhedrin Himself.
He probably did not want the disciples to pass
the information on to anyone and be tried in
the Sanhedrin with the evidence of witnesses.

The word church has an ambiguous history.
According to scholars it was probably derived
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from Old English “cirice.” If so, it may be from
the German “kirika,” which was probably
derived from the Greek “kuriake,” which
means “of the Lord.”

Some scholars dispute this. The alternate
source could have been the Anglo-Saxon
“kirke,” which in turn comes from the Latin
“circus” (meaning “circle” or “ring”) because
early congregations gathered in a circle, a
practice continued in Coptic Church – their
church architecture is often circular. It is said
that King James liked the word church and
instructed the Bible translators to retain it
instead of any alternative.  God guides specific
individuals to continue what Christ began.

Language is to ‘convey’ information and
ideas.  Words are not only ‘vehicles’ to convey
meanings, but often their ‘drivers’ also.  Church
and Sabha mean what we understand today
through these words.  Humans tend to ‘localise’
what ought to be ‘universalised’ – think of the
Jewish religion of those days. Church is both
local and universal, always representing
collections of people, informal and formal.

The emerging ‘religion,’ extracted, so to say,
from Judaism, revised and refined by the
Messiah, was the kingdom of God – both
universal and local, even to the individual
citizen of the kingdom.

The Hebrew ‘name of God’ was YHWH, too
holy to be uttered by people.  God is Elohim,

addressed also as Adoni, meaning Lord.  But
YHWH, when pronounced is Yahweh (Jahova

or Jehova in English).  By the way, the name
Yahshua or Yeshua (Jesus in English) has been
interpreted as Yah (Yahweh) shua (saves). The
point, here, is that the language of a specific
name for God identifies God of the people who
use that language.

Jesus always referred to God as Father, an
all-language, universal God, not by linguistically
restrictive name. Humans cannot see God, who
is in ‘Heaven’.  “He who has seen me has seen

the Father” Christ had said (John: 14: 9).

The Jewish religion centred on Yahweh,
‘Books of Law and Prophets,’ the ten
commandments, rituals such as circumcision
and animal sacrifices, congregational worship,
reading of the scriptures, observance of
Sabbath, rules of cleanliness and so on,
neglected to place righteousness at the centre
of religion.  The unmistakable banner of the
kingdom of God is righteousness in all
transactions, not only in religion, but also,
importantly, in society.

Jesus deconstructed ‘religion’ into its
fundamental principles as explained
throughout His ministry – through words and
actions. He gave prime importance to
righteousness in religion.  The “new values of
the kingdom”(this is the subtitle JB Phillips gave
in NT in modern English, to the beatitudes and
the similes of the salt of the earth and light of
the world) are integral to the kingdom of God.
Reciting God’s name, or prayers, repeatedly, or
mechanically during various rituals, even if
diligent, are good as religious discipline — but
that is not all there is to religion. Intentions
have to be pure – that is the heart of religion:
purifying intentions.

John the Baptist emphasised righteousness.
Jesus explained the need for righteousness for
practising religion – the merged version, so to
say, is the ‘kingdom of heaven on earth.’ God
being ‘in heaven’ the ‘kingdom of heaven’ is
also ‘the kingdom of God’. Israelites as a religion
(read their leaders, elders,high priests, scribes,
Pharisees) did not accept these, but instead
adhered to strict religious rules and rituals (what
I call religiosity) and rejected the one Avatar of
God who was born one among them, but was
born for the whole world.

Matthew’s disappointment of the missed
opportunity is clear throughout his book.  Had
the Messiah been received and accepted by
the religious leaders, whom members of the
religion trusted for guidance, the course of
human history would have perhaps been very
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different.  Their escapism and denial misled a
nation; Jesus reacted in a most unexpected way.
This is a lesson we all should be aware of.

Jesus said: “Whoever therefore breaks one
of the least of these commandments, and
teaches men so, shall be called the least in the
kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and
teaches them shall be called great in the
kingdom of heaven” (Matthew  5: 19, 20).

Local, restricted – culturally, linguistically
—religion makes one see others different from
oneself and one’s own group – and gives the
impression that the group is specially favoured
by God, others are not.  The new religion was
going to be the ecclesia translated as church –
a religion truly for all cultures and languages.
The universality of religion symbolises the One
God concept — therefore, one Avatar for the
whole world.  Churches tend to be ‘exclusive’
while the kingdom of God is ‘inclusive’.

In Chapters 16 and 17 of this serial, the
parables of the ‘wise and foolish virgins’ and of
‘the Talents’— both concerning Christ’s second
coming – were described.  Jesus was preparing
His disciples for life after His end-of-mission and
‘departure’.  He continued: “When the Son of
Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels
with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His
glory.” (Matthew 25: 31).  Throne is the king’s
ceremonial seat.

“Then the King will say to those on His right
hand: Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit
the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world.  For I was hungry and
you gave Me food. I was thirsty and you gave
Me drink…” Then the righteous will answer Him,
saying ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and
feed You, or thirsty and give You drink…?’  And
the King will answer and say to them: Assuredly
I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of
the least of these my brethren, you did it to
Me.” (Matthew 25: 34-40).

In the kingdom of God on earth, everyone
who is oppressed, unjustly treated, born into

or living in difficult circumstances, born with
disabilities – figuratively ‘hungry, thirsty, naked,
sick or imprisoned’,  is the ‘brethren of Jesus’ –
presenting to those of us here and everywhere,
who are privileged, the image of Jesus Himself.
Was this not the mantra of Mother Teresa?

By His human Avatar, human race is
accepted as ‘brethren of Christ’, children of one
Father – humans created in God’s image are
now made ‘representatives’ of Christ, everyone
representing Christ.  This seems to me, to be
the reason for Christ, ‘Son of God’, always calling
Himself ‘Son of Man’.

The kingdom of God is the quintessence of
Christianity.  When we assemble for worship
and prayers, for sharing of consecrated bread
and drink, we do them as members of the
church.

When we disperse into the community, we
are individually citizens of the kingdom of
heaven.  If there are any in our communities
who are in dire need, oppressed, unjustly
treated, sick in body or mind, but we look away
and pretend not to see, we risk being called
“hypocrites” – and being admonished:
“Inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the
least of these, you did not do it to Me.”
(Matthew 25: 45). Living by the values of the
kingdom is to be the ‘salt of the earth’ and ‘light
of the world’ – to be the quiet but effective
witnesses of the one historical Avatar.

Can we not design our local churches to be
both the ecclesia and the extension of the
kingdom of heaven, assisting in alleviation of
local ‘hunger, thirst, sickness, oppression’,
serving the Lord through serving our brethren
who are also His brethren?

As a community, can we not become ‘change
agents’ working for local socioeconomic justice,
and, making our churches double up as local
centres for health and healing? Where there is
will, meditation and imagination, there will
be ways, always. Seek and we shall find.

 (Concluded)
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If you remember, last month we discussed

the need to cultivate the habit of being fair to

everyone – in our speech, actions, our general

behaviour. Here is yet another habit we could

cultivate by making a conscious effort: the

habit of turning to Jesus and looking up to him

for help and advice. This, unfortunately, is hardly

ever done, though it could become as

spontaneous as our breathing, with some

practice. We go on fretting and fuming,

completely forgetful of Jesus standing out

there with an arm stretched out to help. In

order to make a beginning, you could share with

Jesus some of the difficult situations you may

face. You may not know which way to turn or

what to do; on such occasions make it a habit

just to turn to Jesus for a sympathetic

understanding of your problems and a helpful

response to your needs.

You could be in any environment; it is only a

matter of turning your mind to Jesus. Mentally,

place your problem before Him; physically, all

that you may need to do would be just to close

your eyes for a moment, which may not be

very difficult, wherever you are. Trust Jesus to

tackle the situation. Just be alert to listen to

His still, small voice which may sound in your

ears. Practise listening to this, and you will be

amazed to see how you will feel directed to say

or do what you have to. This is not something

that someone can convince you about, by

speaking to you; you have to get convinced by

experiencing it yourself.

Once you form the habit of turning to Jesus

Dr. Annie David

Life Style



when you are in trouble or in doubt, you could

take a step forward: practise tuning in to listen

to Jesus’s still, small voice wherever you are,

whatever you are doing; make this a habit, and

it can grow in you, till it becomes as natural as

your breathing: feeling the constant presence

of Jesus at the bottom of your heart,

irrespective of the environment you are in. It

need not rule over the conscious layer of your

mind; from the subconscious level of your mind,

it could keep guiding you all the time.

It is a wonderful experience to feel God-

guided in all your activities. When Jesus

becomes a constant presence in your life, your

very approach to life with all its multi-faceted

dimensions will take a new, changed direction.

You will see a new meaning in life; for once you

will find life worth living. Here lies the answer

for people from whose lives all hopes have faded

away for some reason. The companionship that

Jesus can extend to you will be different from

any human companionship, because He is

omnipresent and omniscient; human

limitations do not bind Him. You must think of

it as a great privilege to be considered by Jesus

as a close friend. It is a pity that people ignore

such a generous offer. Break this habit of

ignoring Jesus, and build up in its place the habit

of turning to him as spontaneously as you

breathe; you will soon begin to reap the

benefits that this will certainly bring you!

And it should make your observance of Lent

more meaningful.
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Secularism means the running of the
affairs of a nation, bereft of the adverse
effects of religion. It implies the tolerance
of the other person’s religious views.

From time immemorial, religion has
been playing a unique role in the life of a
person. Faith or religion has a very
important role in ascribing meaning and
purpose to life. A person who reposes
implicit confidence in religion does not
lead an aimless life.

When Jesus preached against the
prevailing blind beliefs and superstitions
of his tribe he was crucified. Such were
the bitter experiences of Prophet Muhammed
when he pontificated against idol
worship. Muslims and Christians were
pitted against each other in the name of
religion, and they fought internecine wars
which lasted for four centuries, resulting
in miseries and sufferings on both sides.
The picture emerging from the advent of
democracy is different. Even though the
states have religions of their own, the
people were not persecuted in the name
of religion, howsoever drastic their faith
might have been, and people enjoyed
equal political and social rights. The
phenomenon with many of the Muslim
countries is diametrically opposite.
People of heterodox creeds do not enjoy
equal rights as the Muslims do.

Hinduism in India has been more of a
way of life than a cult. Of course, there
was the caste system, with all its intensity
which was also a way of life. Whatsoever

might have been the caste to which a
person belonged, it never nursed or
nurtured hatred and bitterness. The
British inflicted their imperialism on India
but the people imbibed the spirit of ‘live
and let live’. The British perpetrated the
policy of ‘divide et impera’ or ‘divide and
rule’. When India became independent,
the country was partitioned into two,
namely India and Pakistan.

The malady did not end with the
creation and formation of Pakistan. The
aftermath of the bifurcation of India was
the communal rights that shook the
country. The Muslims declared Jihad on
the Hindus in Pakistan and drove them
out. Hindus in India started retaliating and
the Muslims in India had to pay heavily
for what their counter parts were doing in
Pakistan.

Secularism is not to create separate
electorates in the name of religion. It is
not to constitute separate civil laws. It also
does not tantamount to creating separate
police or military forces to safeguard the
interests of particular communities –
whenever riots break out.

We wish India should not metamor-
phose into a theocracy. It is the desire of
all, that our sacred land should enunciate
and proliferate secular ideas and ensure
equality of opportunity to all. The ideals
of equality, liberty and fraternity should
be upheld as we evolve into a nation of
affluence, strength and nobility.

Prof. Dr. C.J. Varghese

View Point

SecularismSecularismSecularismSecularismSecularism

in Indiain Indiain Indiain Indiain India


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A reader of the ‘Church Weekly’ (July,

2022 issue) who read my article, ‘Be

Generous to the Aged and the

Abandoned’, based on a verdict passed by

a New York City Court in a case of stealing

of a loaf of bread by an old woman, asked

me a question in writing: “Similar

situations still prevail in our society. Can

we expect such form of high judicial

activism in our country?” I wish to quote

here the words of Mahatma Gandhi, as an

answer to this question: “You must not

lose faith in humanity. Humanity is like

an ocean. If a few drops of the ocean are

dirty, the ocean does not become dirty.”

The question is very pertinent at this

time when a similar case of a 30 year old

tribal man, Madhu, from Attappadi in

Kerala, was beaten to death for stealing

food items from a provision store in

February, 2018, is awaiting trial and

judgement in a Court. Can we expect from

our Court, a verdict similar to the one

passed in 1935 in the New York City Court?

– in the case of the poor old woman who

stole a loaf of bread to feed her starving

grand children. The court pronounced the

society guilty of neglect and indifference

towards those in need and distress, and

imposed a token penalty on those

Prof. Dr. T. V. Thomas

Christian Vision - 54

present in the court including the baker

himself, and the money so collected was

given to the accused. Sad to say the case

of Madhu happened in 2018 in “God’s Own

Country”, which claims to have a highly

literate, enlightened society.

A one minute film made by an Iranian

producer, to create awareness regarding

the problem of chronic hunger faced by

the poor throughout the world, shows

that humanity has not lost kindness and

fellow feeling forever:

A poor farmer, accompanied by his

daughter, stole some bread from a store.

As soon as he turned to go, the

shopkeeper stopped him. The daughter

anxiously asked the father what had

happened. The father, much worried and

disturbed, opened his lips to apologise,

when he saw the shopkeeper speaking to

his daughter, “My dear child, your father

had forgotten to take back the change.”

He then counted and placed some money

in the hands of the father as if nothing

had happened. The father, stepping out

of the shop with head bowed down in

utter remorse, heard the voice of a

customer standing in the shop witnessing

Kindness
and

Fellow Feeling

(Continued on page 30)
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On the first day of the Feast of the Unleavened

Bread, the disciples prepared the Passover

according to the instructions given by Jesus.

“When evening came Jesus was reclining at the

table with the Twelve. While they were eating

Jesus took the bread, gave thanks and broke it

and gave it to his disciples” (Mt. 26:17-26).

We see the same pattern Jesus used at the

time of feeding the 5,000, feeding the 4,000

and at the dinner table at Emmaus (Mt. 14:19;

Mk. 6:41; Lk. 9:16; Lk. 24:30).

With this formula of “took the bread; gave

thanks; broke it; gave it; he was proclaiming

his whole life.” There are 4 steps:

1. Took the bread

Jesus is the Bread of life (Jn 6:35). “He being

in very nature of God, did not consider equality

with God... made himself... taking the very

nature of a servant being made in human

likeness” (Philippians 2:6-7)

Jesus is God (Spirit) but became a man. In

obedience to God, the Father, he took the

human form.

2. He gave thanks

He thanked God the Father always.

Throughout the Gospel written by John we read

how Jesus was in touch with his Father. He saw

what the Father was doing. He heard what his

Father was telling him and he did what his

Father wanted him to do. So much so that the

Father was pleased with the Son. From heaven

Elizabeth Mathai

Gleanings

God the Father declared at the time of the

baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River. “You are

my Son, whom I love; with you I am well

pleased” (Lk. 3:22).

At the time of transfiguration on a high

mountain, a voice from the bright cloud that

enveloped Jesus, Moses and Elijah, said, “This

is my Son, whom I love, with him I am well

pleased. Listen to him” (Mt. 17:5).

3. Broke the Bread

“At Gethsemane, he was praying in anguish,

earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood

falling to the ground” (Lk. 22:44). It was a chill

night. Yet he was sweating!! Jesus was mentally

broken.

When the religious leaders handed him over

to the gentile Governor Pontius Pilate and the

crowd and soldiers were mocking and insulting

him and rejecting him he was broken.

When the soldiers flogged him and crucified

him he was physically broken. He was on the

Cross from 9 am till 3 pm. For 6 hours he was

suffering ‘ insult and injury’. All his garments

were taken by the soldiers and divided among

them.

All the sins of the world and the original sin

from Adam’s time were put on him. When he

looked up he was spiritually broken because

the HOLY GOD turned his face as He could not

look at His beloved Son. Sinless person carrying

the sins of the world! Without shedding blood

Took,
gave thanks,
broke, and gave...
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there is no sacrifice. Jesus was completely

broken.

4. He gave

Jesus died on the Cross for us while we were

yet sinners, too weak to help ourselves, and

enemies of God the Father because of our sins.

Jesus sacrificed himself for us to save us from

the wrath of God. He bought us for a price.

The blood of Jesus brought us forgiveness

of sins; we were justified; we were reconciled;

we have peace with God.

Jesus redeemed us from the hand of the

devil and thus blocked the claim of death which

is separation from God.

The life of a living animal is in its blood. Jesus

gave his life by shedding his blood; he gave us

eternal life, life with God for ever.

At the Last Supper, Jesus told his disciples,

“This is my body given for you.” He was giving

them the bread. When he gave thanks for the

wine he said, “This is the blood of the new

covenant, which is poured out for many for

the forgiveness of sins.”

Symbolically he was giving the bread and

the wine at the last supper. At the Cross he

really fulfilled it.

Jesus took the human form to save the

humans on earth because there was no other

way ‘man’ could be saved. It was the plan of

God that the sinless “Lamb of God” be sacrificed

for humanity to be saved. God does not want

anyone to perish. God is love. He loves all his

creation.

Jn. 3:16 “God so loved the world that he

gave his only son (Jesus) that whosoever

believes in him (Jesus) shall not perish but have

eternal life.”

During the Last Supper Jesus said, “Do this

in remembrance of me.” We remember it when

we celebrate the Holy Communion. But it is

more than breaking the bread and drinking the

wine. He wants us to follow his example of the

agape love to bring one “from darkness to

light”, to know the love of God and to come

into fellowship with God. We are asked to

imitate him – his obedience, his love for God

and people, his obedience even unto death on

the Cross, his compassion for the sick and

suffering, being a support for the weak, etc.

May God help us to live upto His expectation.

(Continued from page 27)

Kindness  and  Fellow Feeling
“The greatest sin towards our fellow

creatures is not to hate them, but to be
indifferent to them: that’s the essence
of inhumanity.” – George Bernard Shaw

“The opposite of love is not hate, it’s
indifference.

The opposite of art is not ugliness,
it’s indifference.

The opposite of faith is not heresy,
it’s indifference.

And the opposite of life is not death,
it’s indifference.” –  Elsie Wiesel,
Nobel laureate and Holocaust survivor.

the scene: “Brother, you have also

forgotten the bag of rice that you have

purchased, please take this.”

Feeding the hungry and helping the

needy without hurting their dignity and

self-esteem is a great virtue worthy of

God’s blessings and grace in this life as

well as in the life to come.

May this be the crux and essence of

all religions.
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I am under the shadow of your wings, Lord
Angels guard my feet and the door of my dwelling
So that the enemy and his agents won’t enter
Prayers of saints and those who had witnessed to the Truth
Merge with my intercessions when I am on my knees
Even when I am alone in this room
At the early hours of dawn
Where when dark shadows still linger outside
I look to your face and become radiant with your Love
So that I can sing your praise
I want to sing about your past mercies
How you comforted me,
When I was forlorn in the Arabian Desert
Where thorns and dust storms
Haunted me for years together

There were springs of fresh water and palm trees
Which quenched my spiritual thirst
When people unknown to me came and
Took me to prayer meetings
There were people who taught me new songs
And we had communion together
Even though we were few in number
Days when I grew spiritually
And did justice to my calling
Thanking God, at this time of Lent
Spending more time at the Lords feet
Reading the Word meditating about your love
Because I am under the shadow of your wings
No harm will come to me
No pestilence will afflict me
Even though thousands fall around

God will protect me from all harm
And I will continue to live my life in diligence
True to my calling, trying to help others
With these songs of praise and worship

Dr. Mercy Abraham

Kaleidoscope

Under the Shadow of
Thy Wings
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23. (5) Circulation Manager: Sri K.O. Elias continues
as the Circulation Manager. We appreciate his sincere
efforts in improving the circulation and also in getting
advertisements.

(6) Patron Subscription: In order to secure a stable
financial support for the magazine, a Patron
subscription of Rs. 10000 for Life was introduced in
2014. Late Sri Babu V. Mathew, member of the
Association and Council of AFH, became the first
Patron member; and Sri Satish Abraham
Padinjarekkara, member of the AFH Association, is
the second member. We are very thankful to both of
them for the same. We request all our friends, well
wishers, office-bearers and readers to help and
support the magazine.

(7) Writers: We have been supported by writers
from all walks of life. Some of them have been
contributing articles in series. We are very thankful
to all our writers for their valuable contributions
and we request them to continue their encouraging
patronage.

 (8) Advertisers: During the period under report,
various advertisers including the MRF, Bank of India,
Soukya - Dr. Mathai’s Holistic Health Centre, Kitchen
Treasures, IndusInd Bank, AG-EY Engineers etc.,
supported us, and we are very grateful to all of them.
In this connection, we offer our special thanks to Sri
K.M. Varghese for arranging the advertisement from
MRF, for years.

(10) Printing: The magazine is being printed at
the Alwaye Press (Friendship House, Aluva). We thank
them for their unfailing promptness and co-operation.
We thank Mrs. Soya Aji Markose and Mrs. Vineetha
Pradeep for managing the printing and forwarding
part.

(11) Read... Subscribe... Recommend: We take this
opportunity to thank all our subscribers and readers
in India and abroad for supporting the magazine and
for arranging new subscribers in response to our
appeal “Read... Subscribe... Recommend”. We request
all our friends and well wishers to continue their
support and to help us in increasing the readership
base.

THE ALWAYE FELLOWSHIP HOUSE

CHACKO GARDENS, U.C.COLLEGE P.O., ALUVA-683102

ANNUAL REPORT (2021-22) (Continued)

24. Chacko Homes

(1) ‘Chacko Homes’ is a Senior Citizens’
Retirement Home of great repute, run by the Alwaye
Fellowship House. At present there are three main
blocks namely N.P. Abraham Memorial (1998), Dr.
Paulose Mar Gregorios Memorial (2003) and P.C. Kurian
& Saraswathi Kurian Memorial (2015) with 80
residential units (single/double). The Fellowship
House has 10 more rooms, thus totalling to 90 rooms.
They are fully occupied and there is a long waiting
list of applicants. In this context, we are happy to
report that Chacko Homes remains a pioneer in this
field and a model to many social groups and religious
organisations which are running/ planning to start
similar retirement homes.

(2) Directors: We remember Sri N.P. Abraham with
gratitude for bringing in the concept of this Senior
Citizen’s Home and for making it a reality. He gave
valuable leadership till his demise on 06/03/2003. Sri
T.M. Daniel, Sri K.M. Varghese and Sri John Kuruvilla
served as Directors for different periods. Sri K.O.
Elias is the Director from 2010. We thank all of them
for their services.

(3) Residents & Facilities: As on date, there are
126 residents. There are 4 persons above the age of
90 years and 43 persons between 80 and 90 years.
By the grace of God, all are living a healthy life.
There are 40 car sheds, a good library, 3 reading
rooms, 3 games rooms, Doctor’s room and 6 guest
rooms. 18 more guest rooms are available at the
Fellowship House and KCC HRD Centre.

(4) Doctors’ visit: Dr. George John of the Rural
Medical Mission Hospital, Aluva is visiting Chacko
Homes twice a week for routine medical check up of
the residents. Dr. Geetha Pillai, (Ayurveda) is also
visiting once in a month.  Dr. M.P. Thomas and Dr.
Accamma Thomas, both residents of Chacko Homes,
are also extending help, in case of an emergency. We
thank all the doctors for their cordial relationship
and timely service to this institution. The service of
an experienced Nurse-cum-Matron has also been
arranged.
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(5) ESI & Health Check-up: All workers are covered
under the ESI Scheme. In addition to this, periodic
health check up is being done for the kitchen staff.
Separate bathrooms have been provided on all floors
of the individual blocks for the exclusive use of home
nurses.

(6) Additional facilities: In order to provide pure
potable water to the residents, an Aeration Tank
with triple filters has been installed. A meeting place
named “Mahogany Park” is built on the main road
side for people to sit and chat. A new Bore well with
potable water is made near the HRD Centre. A new
service lift is installed in the space between the PMG
& PCK Blocks for urgent use and medical
emergencies.

(7) Chacko Homes Day: ‘Chacko Homes’ was
started in 1998 and we celebrate “Chacko Homes
Day” on the 26th January every year. (Republic Day)

25. Plantation: There are 900 rubber trees
growing in our plantation. The 350-odd fruit trees
planted during the earlier years have also grown
well, giving a pleasant sight of rich greenery
throughout the campus. The residents of Chacko
Homes and many friends of the Fellowship House
are taking great interest in maintaining the same.
The Krishi Bhavan & the Coconut Directorate are
giving timely support and advice. There are two
fulltime gardeners to look after the plantations.

26. Other activities:

1. Designations: Smt. Soya Aji Markose, HRD Co-
ordinator, was re-designated as Manager and Sri Akhil
Babu Mathew, on completion of probation, was
designated as Assistant Manager.

2. Corona Period: The AFH/Chacko Homes duly
followed the Covid-Protocol. The gates of the
Fellowship House were kept closed with daytime
security personnel on guard, and centralised supply
of food items and medicines were also arranged. All
three blocks were provided with additional grill gates,
at the entry point, to beef up the security. Vaccination
could be given to the residents and workers in time.
By the grace of God, the situation remained under
control, and we thank all our residents, health
officials, suppliers and the Orphanage Control Board
for their co-operation and support.

3. Senior Citizens Forum: The Senior Citizens
Forum could not function due to the pandemic, as
outside members were not allowed. But meetings

have been restarted following relaxations in Covid
protocol.

4. C.B.M.C. Meetings: Christian Business Men’s
Conference (C.B.M.C) unit also could not function for
the same reasons, but it is yet to be restarted.

5. Prayer Cell: In order to continue prayers as a
habit and source of strength rather than as a ritual,
special prayers have been started on every
Wednesday at 9.15 AM; and we are thankful to all
our residents and friends who are willingly sparing
their time for the same.

27. Thanks: We are very happy to extend our
thanks to:

(a) M/s K.A. Muralidharan & Associates, our
Auditors for the Financial Year 2021-22.

(b) Sri Santhosh Oommen, Sri K.O. Elias, Mrs. Soya
Aji Markose. Mrs. Saramma Ittyera and Mr. Akhil
Babu Mathew for managing the accounts.

(c) Our Bankers State Bank of India, Bank of India,
Federal Bank & IndusInd Bank.

(d) The members of the Association/Council/
Fellowship/Editorial Board, and all our office bearers
for their whole-hearted support and guidance.

(e) The U.C. College, YMCA, YWCA and all the
Churches in Aluva for supporting our activities.

(f) Our staff members/workers for their dutiful
services for the Fellowship House, Church Weekly
and Chacko Homes, and the electricians, plumbers,
masons, suppliers and all other workers for their
timely services.

(g) We thank all those who have helped us directly
or indirectly in running this institution smoothly
during the period of report.

28. Conclusion

We conclude this Report thanking the Almighty
God for the rich blessings bestowed on this
institution, and we sincerely request your prayers
for the Alwaye Fellowship House to continue its
services for years, inspired by the rich ideals and
aspirations of the Late Sri. K.C. Chacko.

For The Alwaye Fellowship House
Aluva-683102
27 August 2022
Kuruvilla M. George, Secretary

(Concluded)
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M.G. Kuruvilla
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Many a time in my life, in times of agony, I

was worried why I, I alone, suffer all this?

Gradually I realised that many others are

suffering more, but my suffering always

appeared greater to me as I was unaware of

their immeasurable sufferings. This is not a

relief or solution to me but it led me to think

why the innocent suffer! I became miserable

and restless, as there was no answer in sight.

Right before my eyes hangs the Crucifix with

bleeding Jesus who died on the cross for no

fault of His. No, there is a contradiction. We

believe Jesus was innocent and that He died

for our sins. But, in the eyes of the people who

killed Him, He was guilty. I became

speechless... How can I ask Jesus, as He is

lying on the Cross? I closed my eyes in despair.

I felt a gentle touch on my shoulder. There

stood Jesus, with a calm, consoling look. I

folded my palms in awe. He nodded with a

smile and asked me:

Js: Today, what is your problem?

Me: Lord, I am worried about suffering...

Js: My suffering?...

Me: Yes... No... human suffering... the

innocent suffering...

Js: Many people, philosophers and

thinkers have attempted to solve this...

but they failed...

Now you are at it... Ok, what is your

opinion about suffering?...

Me: Lord, we are taught that sufferings are

divine punishments for our sins... We

are further told that our good and evil

follow us through generations...

Js: Do you believe it?

Me: Pardon me Lord... I don’t... I feel it is

intended to restrain us from sins...

It is a convenient belief or wish of the

weaker humans who always suffer...

Js: You are right... The Old Testament says,

“If the father eats sour grapes, his

children’s teeth will not have its sour

taste”... (Ezekiel 18:1-3)... I myself had

once said, “Those 18 (persons) upon

whom the Tower of Siloam fell, were not

offenders above all men that dwell in

Jerusalem” (Luke 13:4).

Me: Then why do we suffer?... It’s more than

we can bear...

Js: Sufferings are a part of human life, like

birth and death. When I moved among

you, I saw hunger, diseases and death...

I fed the hungry, healed the sick and

even gave life to the dead. The power to

do miracles is already given to you, in

the form of talents and resources. I told

you to love others as yourselves. I

shared my flesh and blood with you,

because I loved you... I wanted you to

do this... sharing to alleviate suffering...

My spirit keeps reminding you...

unfortunately...

The words got cut, as people entered the room

for evening prayer... and there he was, back

on the Crucifix. 

WHY DO

The Innocent Suffer?




